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GRAMMATICAL INTRODUCTION. 
[The sections of this introduction correspond with those of Dr. Gilmore's 
Grammar of Sgaw-Karen. In a large number of cases Dr. Gilmore's actual 
phraseology is retained and it is hoped that the practical advantage which 


accrue from this arrangement may mitigate the charge of plagiarism.] 


1. The Pwo dialect of Karen is spoken by people who call themselves Sho 9 
or Hplon Mu-hteik jess. Sgaw Karens are called by Pwos, Shan q or 
Hplon _Hpa-hteik gieulods. The alternative titles mean respectively Karens of 
the mother and father stems. In Karen sex-couplets, the female element is 
always given precedence which way perhaps be a vestige of matriarchy. The 
inference in this present case is that Pwo, being the mother-stem, is the 


senior of the two chief Karen dialects. 


The Pwo dialect is split up into two chief sub-dialects which are called by 
the people themselves y3s and NMJ! These dialects are sufficiently diverse 
in pronunciation and vocabulary to make Karens who only know one resort 
to Burmese when they wish to converse together. The U3s sub-dialect is 
regarded as the senior and it is the pronunciation and vocabulary of this 
sub-dialect which is preserved in the printed books. The U3s live for the 
most part in Tenasserim Division and the NENI in the Delta of the 
Irrawaddy. The two dialects are referred to in this work as Tenasserim Pwo 
(T.P.) and Delta Pwo (D.P.) 


2. The Pwos have an abundant store of traditions consisting of folk-lore and 
legends strongly tinged with Buddhism. They have proved much more 
susceptible to Burmese influence than their Sgaw brethren and their folk-lore 


shows traces of this influence. Attempts have been made from time to time 


to reduce these legends to writing and to give them the appearance of 
incunabula by the use of palm-leaved pages and unfamiliar characters. The 
Talaing alphabet has been used for this purpose but has never had any 
vogue. Dr. Mason has preserved one of these legends in his "Synopsis of a 


Grammar of the Karen Language." 


3. The same erudite, if somewhat wayward, scholar was the pioneer of the 
modern Pwo Karen script. Dr. Mason used English and Greek characters to 
make up the defects of Burmese but the result was not very satisfactory, as 
may be gathered from the fact that it was called by the Karens 05180101 
"the scratchings of fowls!" Dr. Mason's system was simplified by Dr. Brayton 
and it is this system which is now exclusively used in the printing of Pwo 
books. In the present work the spelling is that of T.P; but where 


pronunciation is indicated it is usually that of D.P. 


4. The Alphabet. 
The letters of the alphabet are derived from the Burmese characters with 


certain modifications; there are twenty-five consonant and eleven vowel signs. 


5. Consonants: -- 
mM, 3, 9, V, C, 
0, @, ©, 4 

o, ©, 3, $» 

U, 0, D, ©, 

w, & ©, O, 


3, V, È, Q, 


6. Pronunciation. 
With the exception of the following, the consonants are pronounced as in 


Burmese: -- 


a is the uvular R the Northumbrian burr. v is the above preceded by the 
velar fricative Ch heard in Scotch /och. When v is combined with o the a 


sound is dropped and only Ch is heard. 


Gl is the trilled R 
ə is the Burmese 2 
e is voiced H 


Y is pronounced by D.P. as u 


7. Combination of consonants. 


w, & œ, O, may be combined with other consonants as follows: -- 


m/m / w / kya 
m/m / 4 / kra 
ma / om / œ / ka 
m / m / o / kwa 


8. The eleven vowel signs are: -- 


32, æl, 32, 30, 3d, 30d 


o (e) © 
æi, 32, 32, 32, 30 


9. æ is the indeterminate vowel as a in above 
æl back open vowel as a in father 

3 front close vowel as ea in eat 

32 front middle vowel as a in /ate 

33 diphthong ai as in aisle 

320d mixed half-open vowel as / in bird 

æl spread close vowel 

round, close, front vowel as u French du 
close, back vowel as oo in pool 

3 half-close, back vowel 


3 diphthong a u as ow in how 


10. Nasalisation of the vowels is indicated by the sign [#3] which in 
combination with a tone-sign is reduced to one dot below the tone-sign: 


ege C2, Ol 1 


O . Ioa 3 O . 
11. æ is scarcely distinguishable from 3 eg, 300 is pronounced amu and 


o 
U3J padu. 


12. The value of 32 in certain combination is so near to 32 that the foreign 


ear finds it difficult to detect the difference. 


13. The sound 32) lies between 324 and 30 and is known by the phonetic 
sign uu@. When in combination with <:2 it is not distinguishable from 30 


e.g. oie & 32 are pronounced alike. 


14. Tones. 

Tones are certain modifications of the sound values of the words of isolating 
languages corresponding to the inflections of agglutinative languages. These 
modifications are of a composite character and may affect at one and the 
same time the pitch, duration and modulation of the sounds. A tone may 
therefore be described as to its pitch, whether high or low; its duration, 


whether long or short; and its modulation, whether rising, level or falling. 


Six different tones are indicated in Pwo Karen script but as the language is 
pronounced by D.P. there are now only four tones. The terms used by the 
Karens to differentiate the various tones, indicate the nature of the sign 
used to denote them and provide no clue as to their pronunciation. It is 
better to use a nomenclature which refers to the sound rather than to the 
sign; and so, in the schedule below, the tones are designated by terms 


which refer to their most conspicuous sound characteristics. 


15. i. The high tone. 
This is the tone implied when no tone-sign is used: 


high pitch, short duration, rising modulation 


ii. The middle tone <2 


middle pitch, long duration, level modulation 


iii. The low tone <:J or <1 


low pitch, short duration, falling modulation. 


iv. The checked tone <:t or ös 


high pitch, short duration, modulation cut out by glottal check. 


N.B. The indeterminate vowel, although it is not followed by a tone-sign, is 


a variation of the middle tone but with shorter duration. 


16. When the tone-signs follow ol the ¿1 is omitted and understood; this is 
the case also when <1 is followed by the sign [::3] indicating nasalisation. 


e.g. øl: is written vs. 


17. Sound-shiftings between Pwo and Sgaw. 

The Pwo and Sgaw dialects are very closely allied and in a large number of 
cases the vocabulary is identical except for slight modifications. These 
modifications of vowel, consonant and tone obey certain laws which may be 
compared with those which govern the Aryan languages as expressed in 


Grimm's law. 


18. The following general principles may be laid down with regard to the 


relationship existing between cognate Pwo and Sgaw words: 


(a) Pwo has aspirated where Sgaw has the corresponding unaspirated 
consonants: -- 

Pwo al break / Sgaw mf 

Pwo œ bridge / Sgaw o1 

Pwo «ql arrow | Sgaw qi 


(b) Breathed consonants in Pwo are replaced by the corresponding voiced 
consonants in Sgaw: -- 
Pwo œ branch / Sgaw 3 


Pwo qi smooth / Sgaw 92, 


(c) Occasionally the reverse is the case: -- 


Pwo 3J see / Sgaw 035 


(a) The formative affix is often omitted in Pwo: -- 
Pwo 41 bee / Sgaw ms 
Pwo wJs2 maiden / Sgaw YPM 


° ° 
Pwo as mango / Sgaw 22: 


(e) Pwo w corresponds with Sgaw & :-- 
Pwo w1 before / Sgaw ool 

(=) (=) 
Pwo w1 easy / Sgaw po 


(J 
Pwo wos mercy / Sgaw %:mp1 


(f) Pwo q orv corresponds with Sgaw Y, ©, ®,  : -- 
Pwo ql old | Sgaw vi 
Pwo ue buy / Sgaw yı 
Pwo òs sow / Sgaw © 
Pwo ĝe few / Sgaw o1 


Pwo òs clean / Sgaw œ 


(a) Pwo nasalised ¿l corresponds with Sgaw 3: —- 


Pwo as foot / Sgaw 35 


(h) Other nasal vowels in Pwo are represented in Sgaw by the 
corresponding pure vowels: -- 


Pwo v41 heavy / Sgaw w1 


(i) The middle, low and checked tones are usually consonant: -- 
Pwo vz rice / Sgaw v1 
Pwo wy fish / Sgaw pop 


Pwo əs itch / Sgaw 203 


(i) The high tone in Pwo sometimes corresponds with the low tone in 
Sgaw: -- 


Pwo wl sail / Sgaw ui 


(k) The low tone in Pwo sometimes corresponds with the high tone in 
Sgaw: -- 


Pwo w1 wife | Sgaw ol 


19. Pronunciation is the same as in English. 
20. Figures are the same as in Burmese. 


The Structure of the Sentence. 
21. The order of words in Karen may be illustrated by the following simple 
sentence: 02229345091. S' Bwa builds a house, oR? S' Bwa, subject; 
34 builds, predicate, As house, object; 01 a particle used to mark the close 


of a declarative sentence. 


A Karen sentence, therefore, resembles an English sentence in two 
particulars. 
(1) The order of words is: subject, predicate, object. 


(2) The subject and object are recognized by their position in the sentence. 


22. Modifiers may be added to the above sentence as follows: NN? 
on? osel 2J00J AJ Qı. sometimes, old S' Bwa builds a house 

o J Lo o o o Uo ZA a a a ee 
quickly, NNI? sometimes, adverbial modifier; osql old, adjective modifying 


o; gJ demonstrative modifying 0322; qq quickly, adverb modifying >J004. 


In a Karen sentence, therefore: -- 

(1) An adjective modifier follows the noun which it modifies. 

(2) An adverbial modifier stands after the verb and its object, if it have 
one; but, 

(3) An adverbial modifier denoting time may stand at the beginning of the 


sentence. 


Parts of Speech. 
23. The Karen language has the nine following parts of speech; nouns, 
pronouns, adjectives, verbs, adverbs, prepositions, conjunctions, interjections 


and particles. 


24. But it must be understood that the distinction between the different 
parts of speech is by no means so sharply defined in Karen as in English. 
The same word will appear now as this, and now as that part of speech, 
according to the office it performs in its sentence. 

Thus in the phrase 53033, a_big house, 35 appears as an adjective; 

in 043501, the_house is _ big, 35 appears as a verb; 

in Aj3080434, the_bignesss_ of the house, SJ forms a noun. 


25. Among the most striking peculiarities of the Karen language are its 
paired words, or couplets. Sometimes two words of analogous signification 
are united to form a word of slightly different meaning from either; 
sometimes the couplet consists of two synonymous words; sometimes it 
consists of a significant root which, out of the couplet, has no meaning. 


Couplets are found among nouns, adjectives, verbs and adverbs. 


26-27. A proper noun is usually preceded by the name of the class to 
which the individual belongs; asSene Burma, (a: meaning country;) 20032 
Rangoon (ôs meaning city.) Names of men are preceded by the particle 0; 


e.g. 091051 S' Shwe Young. Names of women are preceded by the article 53 
e.g. glop Nan Aung Pyu. 


28-30. Common nouns may be derived from: -- 
(1) Verbal roots. 

(2) Adjective roots. 

(3) Other noun roots. 


31. Nouns are formed from verbal roots in the following ways: -- 

(1) Abstract nouns of action are formed: -- 

(a) By prefixing the particle s4 to the verbal root; 

e.g. from the root coz, to go, is formed the noun aJa? going, journey. 
(b) By simply using the verbal root as a noun, qualifying it by a 


demonstrative adjective; 


e.g. ôs W $JDIZ0L. I don't understand what you say. 


(2) Nouns of agency are formed by prefixing Y person, to the verb, and at 
the same time affixing Ou; e.g. yooesodes a traveller, sometimes the affix oJ 


is omitted. 


(3) Instrumental nouns are formed by prefixing $s to the verbal root; 


e.g. os, to shake, $J0s a pudding stick. 


(4) Nouns denoting where an action takes place are formed by prefixing cos, 


place, to the verbal root; e.g. 01, to sleep; co301, a bed. 


32. Abstract nouns of quality are formed by prefixing to the adjectival root 


S (0) ° 
the particle 304; e.g. 3J, great; 3043J, greatness. 


33. Nouns are formed from other noun roots in the following ways: -- 


(1) Diminutives are formed by adding OJ, young, little, to the noun root; 
e.g. 00 J a dog; 03404, a little dog, a puppy. 


(2) Gentile nouns, and all nouns expressing residence, are formed by affixing 
$s to the name of the place, e.g. 03, city; 0304, citizens. The particle Y is 


= 6 O © O O 
generally prefixed as well. e.g. 320e, Burma, U32N20J Burmans. 


(3) Two or more noun roots may be combined; 


° o A ° 
e.g. Corajl river, ajcuzaJ knee. 


34. Noun couplets are formed by the combination of two noun roots, each 
of which is generally followed or preceded by a particle, which serves to 
O o o o O O o O z o 
connect them: e.g. COJDJOOJSJ, or Œ@JVJIAJYJ, birds, 38330402, grace, 
o ° o 
30402304992, goodness, vooi1vas my country, $0J$002 your descendents, 
3003001, his_buildings. In the last three examples the connecting particle is 


a personal pronoun in the possessive case. 


Gender. 


35-38. The Karen language recognizes only natural gender. 


39. The gender of indeterminate nouns may be distinguished by the following 
affixes: yə or an masculine, applied to human beings. 
vos or oJ feminine, applied to human beings. 
1 masculine, applied to animals. 
8 feminine, applied to animals. 
[e] F fe) fe) 5 
e.g. VJƏJ child, 0J9I3091 boy, OJOIZ00J girl, 


5 ° 
MIJ horse, M9501 stallion, mdJe mare. 


Number. 
40. Karen nouns convey of themselves no idea of number; e.g. the noun As 
may mean house or houses. The number is often left to be inferred from 
the context. When, however, it is desired definitely to mark the number, this 
can be done. 


41. The singular is denoted by the numeral, m or œ; e.g. ÂI], jog] 


42. The plural may be noted in the following ways: -- 
(1) By the use of a numeral adjective; 


o o [°] o ° 
e.g. AIIN)? two houses, AJIJ? many houses. 


(2) By any one of the following affixes cowJ, the usual affix; 

e.g. AJOOWJ houses. 5s used with the vocative, or with pronouns; 
No 

e.g. Cod1WOIJe, brethren. 

30013) they 


3Jsc0uJ used principally with pronouns; e.g. 32013Jc0wJ they. 


(3) The plural, when used to convey the idea of generality is often 


expressed by a couplet; e.g. 9J3Jv15J, houses or buildings in general. 


43-44. With regard to case, the "absolute case" alone calls for remark as 
being peculiar to Karen. Its function is to name prominently at the beginning 
of the sentence, and thus to emphasize the person or thing about which 


A A š o O © 
some statement is made in the remainder of the sentence NAIMYJIŞI UdV2UdS. 


I have bought that house. 


45. In Karen, as in English, the case of the noun is indicated, not by 
inflection, but by the position of the word in the sentence. Where this is 


not sufficient, recourse is had to particles. 


46. Regularly, the subject precedes the verb, and the object follows it; e.g. 
0222914 J1, S' Bwa builds a house, oR? the subject, precedes the verb, 235 


and AJ the object, follows it. 


47. Karen nouns, like English nouns, are often governed by prepositions; e.g. 
ucn2d2004620032 Į am going to Rangoon. Here 20032 is governed by the 
preposition oea. Nouns follow the preposition by which they are governed. 


(N.B. oz is often omitted e.g. 9092004680282.) 


48. Where in English a verb has two objects, or one direct and one indirect 
object, the Karen may place either one as the direct object of the verb, and 
the other will then be governed by the preposition cog; e.g. where the 
English says, / give S' Bwa a book, the Karen may say, w YJ oR? 


o o o o (>) 
COdCOLCD DJ or Ww OJ COLO! MoR. 


49. In Karen, verbal nouns as well as verbs may take objects; 


e.g. sosa love (for) you. 


50. A noun in the possessive construction is joined to the name of the 


thing possessed by the particle 32; e.g. ONDAJ S' Bwa's house. 


51. A noun in the vocative case is followed by the particle ẹ, 
e.g. 02026 S' Bwa. 


(N.B. D.P. pronounce ¢, as nie.) 


52. Substantives in the absolute construction stand first in the sentence, free 
of all grammatical relation thereto, and are usually followed by the 
demonstrative adjective, we or $43 e.g. Ay320184 oe? 9400301051, that_house, _ 
S' Bwa built it. Here As is in the absolute construction, followed by oJ, 

that. Occasionally the particle J takes the place of the particle we or $43 


5 o (>) 6 (=) 
more commonly it follows one of them, e.g. OJ3001GIN2J, O222 3400J01001. 


Pronouns. 
53. Karen Pronouns are principally Personal, though Interrogative and 


Indefinite Pronouns exist. 


54. There are no Relative Pronouns in Karen. Relative clauses are common; 
but they are connected with the nouns which they modify by means of the 
conjunction cod, the pronouns used being personal pronouns of the third 


person. 


Personal pronouns. 
55. In Karen, as in English, the personal pronouns are declined, the cases 
being marked by case forms. The following tables exhibit the three personal 


pronouns in their various numbers and cases. 


Gender is not distinguished. 
Singular / Plural 

(First Person) 

Nom. w / v 

Poss. w / v 


Obj. de [pronounced we by D.P.] / ude [pronounced ve by D.P.] 


(Second Person) 
Nom. ẹ / $3 


Poss. $ / $53 
Obj. 442 [D.P pronounce it 52] / 594 


(Third Person) 
Nom. 3201 / 3001345 
Poss. 320132 / 32015J32 


Obj. 3201 / 320135 


56-57. After the verb 8, to be, the objective forms of the personal pronouns 


S 5 = (>) (=) P z 
are used instead of nominative forms; e.g. Gu d2001. (not gwaa.) it is l. 


58. Besides the regular pronouns, Karen possesses a pronominal affix 01. 

This is affixed to verbs in the third person, particularly in subordinate 
clauses. It is also affixed to pronouns of all persons in forming compounds. 
When 01 follow a verb it is never an object; e.g. Ayc0s0y5940185, 63JeJ the_ 
house _ which S' Myat built, have you seen it? There 01 refers to the 

subject, S' Myat, and not to the object, As. In this construction 013J is 


often used like 01. 


59-61. The simple forms tabulated under 55 form a base from which a 
number of pronominal forms are built up, by means of the particles 01 and 
3J, the word $ie0l, self, and the demonstrative adjectives, ube this, and $s 
that. Such forms are generally self-explanatory. Their cases are indicated like 


those of nouns. The more common forms are noted below. 


Singular / Plural 

1st Pers. W013), U213J / Vv013J, voids 

2nd Pers. $013), $133 / $9J013J, $9301 
3rd Pers. 3201, 300134 / 30013J, 32019JCJ 


[W133 and $133 are the forms used colloquially.] 


62. The absolute forms of the pronoun (like the absolute form of the noun) 
are generally followed by one of the demonstrative adjectives ude and $s 


a S @ =) o 8 © 
and sometimes by the particle %3; e.g. WI3JUD?, 3019$, 313490. 


63. In the absolute forms, 3J is often omitted. 


e.g. WI, UC29J32L, as for me, | cannot go. 


64. In the first and second persons, the objective form often takes the place 


of the proper absolute form. 


e.g. WDdè, 97993092001. As for me, | shall have to go. 


65. The use of the absolute form is illustrated in the following sentences; 


(>) 
S013JUD2 SCO29IZ2L as for you, you cannot go. 
o © o (>) o (0) (>) S 5 A 
39019J$I 3VNIJZVICNIO20092390d2001 aS for_them, their house _is_in_ Rangoon. 


Intensive Pronouns. 
66. Intensive forms of the personal pronouns are formed by adding to the 
possessive case the word $ie0l, self, and the particle 013). They are as 
follows. 
Singular / Plural 
1st Pers. uo¢1s01350001 / veisol3ivor. 
2nd Pers. 5190135901 / $51308 1801301. 


3rd Pers. 30518013401 / 320134308 19013501, 3281901513491. 


67. The forms are used in apposition with a substantive, for emphasis. 
e.g. 0002398 1201359 17092091, S' Tun _ himself will go. 

(=) 5 
u9m09209$18013 wgs. ! will go myself. 


68. The same thing may be indicated by affixing the forms 3JU91, 3/001 etc. 


° o (>) 5 
to the verb. e.g. $9ID0D23$9J01001. you will go yourselves. 


69. The forms mentioned in 68, affixed to nouns which follow a substantive 
in the possessive, convey the same idea as the English word own; 


e.g. U00SL3JW01, USL JUD my own _ book. 


Reflexive Pronouns. 
70. Reflexive forms of the personal pronouns are made by affixing to the 
possessive case the word əs self. They are as follows. 
Singular / Plural 
Ist Pers. wos / vos 
2nd Pers. $98 / $5J309s 


3rd Pers. 320s / 329s 


71. These forms are used as the objects of the verbs, when the person 
affected by the action is the same as the person performing it; e.g. 
@yS30S0023298051, S' Myat stabs himself. These forms always appear as 
direct objectives, while the intensive forms previously described are generally 
used in apposition. An intensive pronoun, however, sometimes takes the 


place of a proper reflexive. 


72. The pronoun 3a may also be classed among the reflexives. It takes the 
place of the personal pronoun of the third person in indirect discourse, 


referring to the speaker; 


° o (>) 5 
e.g. WUJa1OSCOdZaMAD2001, my son says that he (son) will go. 


Possessive Pronouns. 
73. The possessive pronouns mine, thine, etc. are formed by affixing 01 or 
30d to the possessive forms of the personal pronouns; 


o ON (>) o Ow (=) z 4 
e.g. COLGJGUD0101, COLSJHU50001, that book is mine. 


74. 01 and aod may be similarly used with nouns in the possessive case; 


o © 6 o © (>) š 
e.g. CdLSsGOYSOIED or CSLSIG0YS32804001, that book is S' Myat's. 


Demonstrative Pronouns. 
75. Properly speaking, the Karen language has no demonstrative pronouns. 
Their place is supplied, however, by combining the demonstrative adjectives 
ude, this and $4, that, with the personal pronoun of the third person. 


3201052 this, 320184 that. 


Interrogative Pronouns. 
76. The Interrogative adjectives described in 101 and 102, are used also as 


s 5 (=) G Š 

interrogative pronouns; e.g. SPO 1W2IOIS ICD what is he doing? 
5 ? 

S3JUCIC NZJ whom do you see! 


fe} 


AJIJ DISSI], which _of the two houses do you like? 


77. The interrogative possessive pronoun, whose, is formed by affixing 01 or 
s z o 6 
æJ to the interrogative pronoun v0}; e.g. €5132910929U0010100); 


o (>) ë z 
€5L3291U92GU00199 804055 whose is this book? 


Indefinite Pronouns 
78. 304 is used as the subject of impersonal verbs; 


(>) Š z 
e.g. sosñ13032001, it rains. 


79. Y or æ is often used as an indefinite subject to a verb in the third 
person singular, when we do not know, or do not wish to express, the 


subject of the verb; e.g. sod (or Y) 3301091, somebody beat him. 


80. Y is often used indefinitely in the objective case to express people in 


general. 


81-82. sod is used as an indefinite object to verbs which require one but to 
which no definite object can be assigned; 


e.g. 933904001, I see, literally, | see things. 


83. Many of the indefinite adjectives described under 99 are also used as 


indefinite pronouns; 


e.g. $32J3JU0JODS, Yesudd2 §399J908, if you see any fish, buy me_one. 
o o° fo o 


Adjective. 
84. Most of the roots which in English would be regarded as essentially 
adjectival in their signification, are in Karen considered as verbs. Under this 
head come all the roots expressive of quality; e.g. the root nz, expressive of 
goodness, means, not good, but to be good. So with many roots expressive 
of quantity; e.g. 35 means, not great, but to be great. And such words are 


constantly used as verbs, the verbal meaning being the primitive one. 


Adjectives of Quality. 
85. Adjectives of quality are generally adjective (relative) clauses in an 
abbreviated form. "A good man" would originally be expressed by YaN, 
a_man that is good. But it is commonly expressed in an abbreviated form, 
U3BN2, the relative conjunction, cod, being omitted. It is sometimes still 
further abbreviated by omitting the pronoun 32, when it would stand simply 


Un2, YEene. 


Adjectives of Quantity 
86-87. Some adjectives expressive of magnitude are formed by prefixing the 
particle ws (very) to verbal roots. Such adjectives immediately follow the 


nouns which they modify; e.g. ygeussi a great man. 


Numeral Adjectives. 
88. The following are the cardinal numerals. 
° o ‘N o o o 
2 O41, J $1, 2 941, Ç O, 9 wW, 21, 2 &1, © YS, @ 31, 290 M, 
99 M011, 900 MUd2, 9000 M01, 90000 MOAL, 


200,000 MMS, 2,000,000 a2, 90,000,000 m2. 


89. A numeral adjective almost invariably follows the noun which it modifies, 
and is itself followed by an auxiliary word expressing some quality of the 
noun to which it refers; e.g. ugeudne, five men. ne is the numeral adjunct 
used in speaking of rational beings. valoaise three buffaloes. 32 is the 


numeral adjunct used in speaking of quadrupeds. 


90. Numeral Adjuncts. 
\ à o ° ‘N o \ 
mJ the bend of a river OLMI or OIM; 
XN a N o XN 
mez a strip of bamboo or wood OJMMe2, DIMMe 
ms a piece of bamboo or wood oJmms, SIMMS 
31 a burnt stick Syums1 
z o = o 
aL (1) a stick IIMA (2) a petticoat FIMA 
o 5 l (0) 6 (0) 
əJ couples, pairs, guns, carts, uglmas a yoke of buffaloes, mj2maJ a gun. 
o 
aImMƏJ a cart. 


$1 sides of things 946131 two feet 


qjz coils omaye, gjemaye 

a? garlands vma? 

nge rational beings Ygeoae 

1 a portion of kauk hnyin wessemnr 


o 


D0 Do 


J two handfuls DIMAS, MIDIA 
ọJ one handful MIMI, 91301M05 
01 stories, flats 80151801 

ade ears of paddy Dmmace 

3041 verses COL 8041518041 

æl races, nations ugemaoiz 

o1 baskets NIMONI 

œJ words asgje m] 

os trees Jms 

œJ posts, trees SIMO; 

œ% bundles 0JM200 

001 rolls {ma 


3s tides coimss 


32 quadrupeds 095132 

[e] o (e) o o 
32 bees, nests $1032, 00530910032 
8 o O @ 

3J group of persons NJUJM3J 

fe) (=) (e) 

ve heaps waimve 


(=) ° 
ws flowers 01304d30I5105 
Ysg Openings G20rq194 1042 
1 felled trees Sym 
fe) 4 S . a 
q]? spherical or approximately spherical objects 
o © fe} o [0] o o fo} (0) 
(bmj, AIMS, QV] NNN], cossod1s2muqj) 
° s o o o ° o A 
NJ (1) flat things WIMDI/ OLMI (2) fowls etc. JMJ one bird 
@ A 5 © 
N2 cylindrical AMN? 
öz a thing SOIMO2S 12 
@ ‘N © 
o1 words d0dgj2mo1 
(=) 


o (=) o 
w: T.P. Wd, D.P songs and poems 30d9$39JC0W3, 30d9S832IC0UD, 


cos places LLMs, YUSM: 


91. There are a number of words denoting portions, quantities or collections, 
which are used in a similar manner to the numeral auxiliaries; 


e.g. DIMMS a_drink_of water, ysmos a handful of sand. 


92. When there is no numeral adjunct proper to a noun, and sometimes 
even when there is a numeral which might be used, the noun itself is 


repeated after the numeral; osm: a city, asmaz a country, AJMAS a house. 


93. Sometimes there is a choice of numeral adjuncts for the same noun; 


@ fe) 
e.g. ƏLlLIJAN1, YLI JOJ an_eye. 


94. Numerals are sometimes prefixed to the nouns which they modify; 


o o No o 7 - 
e.g. MONIMO: from town to town, U9 $2U 152 five_or six days. 


95. The numeral adjuncts regularly follow the numerals with which they 
stand. But when the numeral is ten or a multiple of ten, the adjunct 


precedes the numeral, and is itself preceded by the particle 32; 


e.g. UqesaN2 $1801 twenty men. 


96-97. The formation of the ordinal numerals will easily be understood from 
the following examples. 

3vaJoos Mae the first (man) [Į 3294008 means beginning 

309J00s mve the first (thing) 

S1n2 mane the second (man) 

24182 mö the third (thing) 

032 m32 the fourth (quadruped) 


98. Multiplicatives are formed by affixing os to the cardinal numerals; 


e.g. 94108 threefold. 


Indefinite Adjectives. 
99. The numeral adjuncts form the basis of a number of common idioms 
expressing ideas of number or quantity. 
(1) Certain indefinite numeral adjectives are combined with the numeral 
auxiliaries, in the same manner as the cardinal numerals. These are 3J 
many, 92 few, and 0233) several 


[0] (0) 5 
e.g. 0J9J9132IN2 many boys, VJIJYJIA ZN? few girls, YAna Nysa several men. 


(2) The numeral m or œ one, with an appropriate numeral, often has the 


sense of the English indefinite article, e.g. qog a boat. 


(3) The numeral m or œ one, with a reduplicated numeral is used in 
referring indefinitely to a person or thing; e.g. YeImnene some woman, 


DIMNIH some fowl. 


(4) The indefinite adjective of quantity, M2 or sz, some, is formed from 


the numeral m or œ by means of the particle 52. 


(5) The reduplicated form mepe OF g?g? is used in referring indefinitely 


to more than one person or thing; 


Uq2z M252 some men, 31091 M252 some pencils. 


(6) In a similar way are formed 


sos or Ms, 9089805 Or YŚsæs, a little. 


(7) Universality is expressed by placing a numeral auxiliary between m or œ 


and oolool; e.g. mèzalal every thing. 


(8) The same idea is expressed by placing a numeral auxiliary between ms 


o 
and 35; e.g. Uqemsneas every man. 


(9) Completeness is expressed by placing a numeral adjunct between 0041 


and w1; e.g. d3c047g] 3001 the whole city. 


(10) A complete number may be expressed by affixing COL or w1, to any 
one of the ordinal numerals; e.g. 24182001, 2418201 all three (things) 


(11) Singularity is expressed by placing the numeral m or œ with the 


suitable adjunct between 51 and 01; e.g. amne201 only one (man 
È È 


(12) Identity is expressed by placing the numeral adjunct between m or œ 


and ws, e.g. Ugenonev: the same man. 


(13) Utter non-existence of a thing is expressed by introducing a numeral 


ara o © 5 ž 
auxiliary between 58 and Bl, e.g. 00IS2IG332301 there_is_not a single dog. 


100. Certain other indefinite adjectives of quantity are formed independently 
(=) (>) =) 8 o 
of the numeral system. Such are OML or IAL, 00800L002501 or 
(>) o Z . 
0033200132801 all, which follow their nouns; 
© (=) @ z 
e.g. YAON OF YAO all men. ©0335 whoever, or whatever, which 


: © 
precedes its noun; e.g. 33 Jye? whatever man. 


Interrogative Adjectives. 
101. The common interrogatives are vcoimne2 or cone referring to persons, 
(>) ° = ä 
and 304g INU? referring to things; 
e.g. pwouve] with what teacher did you come? 


$33138304 304813094 œb what fruit do you want to eat? 
After æ$, cove may be omitted, in which case the construction would be 


nO =] ` 
$30 J3S30IJS0daJ JJJ. 


102. An interrogative with a selective force is formed by prefixing oo to the 


appropriate numeral adjunct; 


Oo © o o 5 5 
e.g. $39 13832009999 J00/ which knife do you want? 


103. Interrogative adjectives of quantity are made by prefixing aos to the 
indefinite adjectives of quantity; e.g. 90s3) how great, 30832) how much, _ 
how many. $I 30832J00) how much paddy have you? These are used 
both in direct and indirect discourse. In indirect discourse they sometimes 

= (=) ° o \ 8 
suffer reduplicaton; e.g. $0230) S0S832J50S30ICNJSJ WIJJWIAL, I do not know _ 


how much money you have. 


104. Interrogative adjectives of number may be formed by prefixing v, to the 
numeral adjunct; e.g. $031304 Y935CSJ how _many books have you? These also 


may be used in indirect discourse. 


105-108. The Karen language has two definite demonstrative adjectives, 

we, Imu? this, and $4, $I that. They may modify the substantive element, 
be it noun, pronoun, phrase or clause. $s is used to mark the end of a 
noun clause, or of a series of adjectival modifiers of a noun; 

e.g. yysosqlsenecoss232J01 CoA Jwde cones, wG, 


the_good old woman who lives_in_the house _is_my mother. 


Adjectival Couplets. 
109. Adjectival couplets are affixed to the nouns which they modify. Such a 
couplet consists of two adjectival roots, each of which is preceded by the 


particle 3. e.g. Yge? a good man. 


Comparison of Adjectives. 
110-111. The comparative degree is expressed by affixing ry to the 


adjective, e.g. 222 white, ess whiter. 


112. The superlative degree is formed by affixing aot to the adjective 


MWL whitest. 


Verbs. 


113. Karen verbs express actions, states, or qualities; 


e.g. coz to go, 2J to be, Qe to be _good. 


114. Karen verbs may be divided into transitive and intransitive verbs. Many 
verbs which in English are regarded as intransitive, in Karen are regarded as 
transitive and take an object; e.g. the verb œ? to go, is often used with 


the object sod. 


115. In Karen, a verb which can take an object generally does take one. 
When no definite object can be assigned, the indefinite object sod is 


frequently used; e.g. w3Jaod / see. See 81-82. 


116. Karen verbs have no inflections, properly so called. The accidents of 
voice, mood, tense, person, and number, are expressed by particles 


connected with the verb, or are left to be inferred from the subject. 


Voice. 


117. Three voices may be recognized in Karen; active, passive, and middle. 


118. The verb in its simple and primitive form is in the active voice; 


z (=) a 5 a z i 
e.g. in the sentence U93J3201001, I see him, 33 is in the active voice. 


119-121. The formation of the passive voice is peculiar. A few examples will 


make it clearer than any explanation. 


The following sentences exhibit the passive of the verb 35, to strike. 


° (=) ° 6 F 
WNJÆJI3JWJ2A1, / am struck. 39010 J2043J01091, he is struck. 


122. When it is desired to convey the idea that the subject voluntarily 
submits to an action, the passive voice is differently expressed. In this case, 


the verbal root is preceded by 3s or œ: and followed by a reflexive 


O oO 5 : : 
pronoun; e.g. 3901353J39s he is beaten, he permits_himself to be beaten. 
O O x : 5 
0ys0:3J9S5, S' Myat is beaten, submits_to being beaten. 


123. Closly allied to this second form of the passive voice is a form used 
to convey the idea that a thing is in a certain state as the result of an 


action which has been performed upon it. e.g. 304083098 It is written. 


124. The middle voice expresses the idea that the subject performs an 
action upon himself. To express this the active form of the verb is followed 
by the particle coz, and a reflexive pronoun; 


(>) 
e.g. U93J002U095001, | see_myself. 


Mood. 


125. There are only two moods in Karen, the indicative and the imperative. 
126. The primitive form of the verb is indicative. 


127. The primitive form of the verb may be used in the imperative; 


e.g. coz, go! 


128. When a verb is in the imperative mood the sentence (if expressing a 
command) commonly ends with the particle aos 


© ° P ! 
e.g. 00200d32013230Ja0s, go to him! 


129. The particle œl is sometimes affixed to the verb in an imperative 
sentence where the idea is that of entreating a superior; 


° ] o 
e.g. SoJNecoludeaos, bless us. 


130. In giving permission, M3J or J sometimes takes the place of aos, 


© 
e.g. MIJ, QNI go. 


131. A sentence expressing a prohibition ends in cone; 

e.g. cozcone do not go. In such cases the verb may be preceded by 95 
a E (=) o © 

and the negative particle 003; e.g. $210: 2e, do _ not go. 


132. A precative sentence is introduced by the particle 8 and otherwise has 
the form of a sentence expressing command or prohibition; 


° S (>) ï 
e.g. guus, let us do it. BUsvz2con2 let us not do it. 


Tense. 
133. The verb standing by itself conveys no idea of time. It may refer to 


past or present time according to the context; 


(=) 5 oe 
e.g. U0S0d152001 may mean I sit, | am_sitting or I sat. 


134. An action the performance of which is contemplated, is expressed by 
prefixing the particle mm or Ə to the verb. This form is commonly used to 


express a future action; e.g. WMA, wa !_shall_go, I will go. 


135. The idea of intention or desire is brought but more strongly by 


prefixing Ə to the verb; 


° (=) š Ê 
e.g. OYSA, S' Myat desires to go, intends to go. 


136. Completed action is indicated by affixing the particle us to the verb, 


N 
e.g. WAIS I have come. 


137. The same idea is more emphatically expressed by introducing Ae before 


(=) 5 
WS; e.g. UBINZWDS, I had seen it. 


138. The Karens sometimes use both m and uws with the same verb to 


express an intention to perform an action immediately; 


e.g. UMDAQ2UWS | should have gone. 


139. To mark the completion of an action previous to a certain moment of 
past time, 62 is affixed to the verb, and is often followed by us; 


e.g. uscogysen23s2015) 32013JQIZd2U9s, before I came _he_ had gone. 
This usage is analogous to the English pluperfect. 


140. An action dependent upon a supposed condition contrary to fact is 


sometimes expressed by prefixing m to the root and affixing ws or S2uys; 


e.g. $32J0001995025 uommag2d2us0s1 if you_had not come | should have gone_ 
by this _ time. 


Person and Number. 
141. The person and number of the verb are to be inferred from those of 


the subject, but a verb in the third person sometimes takes 01 after it; 


o o © 
e.g. Y3J0S3J 9201001 the governor goes. 


Compound verbs. 
142. Besides the simple verbs, each of which consists as a rule of a single 
syllable, there are compound verbs formed by combining simple verbs with 


particles, or with other verbs. 


143. A verbal couplet is formed by two verbal roots, each of which is 
followed by a particle; e.g. sQodz2s2002 to believe. 3300500100 J to grow up. 


saqe to decrease. GNIL to tell. 1918391 to be holy. 

144. The Karen language possesses a number of particles which are 
combined with simple verbs to make new verbs of kindred signification. 
Many of these particles were originally verbal roots, and are sometimes used 
as verbs; but in the connection under discussion they are to be considered 
as particles. 


145. The following particles are prefixed to the verb: -- 


mj? denotes a representing of the action as if done, often only in 


appearance; e.g. mje$ to assume the appearance of laughing. 


OJ prefixed to a few verbs, has a causative force; e.g. OJO to wake up. 
3s has a permissive or causative force; e.g. 3502 to send. 

J has a permissive or causative force; e.g. J32J00) to increase (transitive) 
PS prefixed to a few verbs, has a causative force; e.g. 23892J9JU1 inform. 
ve has a causative force, v251 to kill. 


coe indicates the subject falls into the state indicated by the verb; 


e.g. zys to become tired. 


coe has also a causative force; e.g. coe} to_make_one laugh. 


ol prefixed to verbs with the negative, indicates that the act is performed 


imperfectly or in a slight degree; e.g. wəswiola, | scarcely know. 
146. The following particles are affixed to the verb: -- 


ms32 has a sense of return, retaliation or opposition; 


“N ‘N 
e.g. œ@2M32%0? to return. 


M3JWS has a concessive force; 


e.g. Os5045) Gmmssus admitting the truth of what you say. 
al indicates that the act is performed by way of trial; e.g. veal to try. 
St denotes that the action results in a separation; e.g. WeEdl to take away. 


nJ denotes that the act is performed by way of assistance; 


e.g. Nd, to go together _with_one. 


QJ denotes that the action is done carefully, or stealthily; 


e.g. BOs, to watch closely. 


yL denotes that several persons or things act together; 


e.g. GVL to work together. 


ös denotes that several persons or things act in company; 


[o] : 
e.g. sajuscoeve to eat rice together. 


e denotes that the act is done from a distance; 


e.g. woe to look away. 3302 to behold afar off. 


sod2 denotes that the action is performed by way of assistance; 


e.g. OMS, ! will help you reap. 


301 denotes that an act is done before some event takes place; 


o o x Go 
e.g. U93J801320132N5 | saw his house first. 


qs denotes that the act was done unintentionally; 


e.g. msqs to utter an involuntary cry; 

osos shows that the action is hastened; e.g. IJNSONS eat quickly. 

cot denotes that the action results in making secure; e.g. weœðLoLl to hinder. 
œJ indicates an upward motion; e.g. œœJ to go up. 

œl is affixed to a few words denoting separation; e.g. cozcot to fall off. 
©? denotes that the action results in arriving; e.g. a202 to arrive. 

3J indicates that the action results in forsaking; e.g. 6J3J to forsake. 

3J indicates independent action; e.g. W9M023JU91 or W901 I will do it myself. 
3J9 QOL indicates that the subject defers some other action to perform the 
one indicated by the verb; 


© O r z o š 1" 
e.g. 32JdS3JSCOL wait a bit. W0M013J300L I will sleep first. 


3J occasionally denotes certainty; 


(>) (>) Š 
e.g. S0 IMU23 IMISI, It will be sure to happen so. 


&J indicates that the action results in observing; e.g. $1004 to remember. 


$ indicates that the action results in obtaining; e.g. 345 to find. 
6: indicates that the action reaches unto its object; e.g. coe: to_go unto. 


qf indicates that the action results in going through; 


e.g. oped to go through. 


2J indicates that the action passes over to an object; 


e.g. MOLNIYA I will tell you. 
2s indicates that the action results in an ascent; e.g. coJns to reach up. 


coe indicates a downward motion, literal or figurative; 


e.g. MA2? to descend, qee to decrease. 


œJ indicates that the act is performed by or for imitation; 


(=) (0) o 
e.g. JJOJ to teach, veo) to learn. 


œl indicates reciprocal action; 


o (0) (2) 
e.g. ulanis33J0oLUu9s001, we should love one another. 


91 indicates an incipient action; 


© ° Oo © 5 
e.g. 002500193 J91U3J0S3J5J, when he had just become governor. 


3J affixed to several verbs. See Dictionary Part | pages 161-164. 


Dependent Verbs. 
147. A verb depending on another, follows it immediately, without undergoing 
any change of form; e.g. 32917M]$01sw20 1091, he will try to do it. This is 


the common construction for expressing suitability, necessity; etc. 


o (>) (2) 
e.g. UMIS, !_ should go, &22I3092001, you must go. 


148. Where in English two verbs are connected by the conjunction and, in 
Karen the second verb may immediately follow the first, without a 


a a @ 6 A 5 
conjunction; e.g. VvoMmMcd232J0Jv2001, I will go and cook rice. 


Idioms in the Use of Verbs 
149. The causative verb 32Ju41 and the permissive verb jè permit the 
dependent verb to be preceded by a subject; 
e.g. 320192 JY 4102091, he caused me to do it. 
Yj23201092934, let_him_go. 
The dependent verb and its subject may be regarded as a substantive 


clause, forming the object of the causative or permissive verb. 


150. Verbs expressing ability stand at the end of the sentence (or clause) 
preceded by the verb expressing the act in question, with its subject and 
object if it have one; e.g. 329172$0319J051, he can write. The verb and its 
subject may be regarded as a substantive clause forming the subject of the 


verb of ability. 


151. The following list exhibits the common verbs of ability, with their 


meanings and examples of their use. 


J ability, considered with reference to physical health, or inclination; 


“N . 
e.g. WJI, WNASOSMJIÐL, My foot is sore, | cannot walk. 


os ability, considered with reference to the sufficiency of the subject; 


° ° 
e.g. SOJINI, WVEMSZ2L, there _are too many, | cannot do them. 


als ability, considered with reference to leisure; 


o 5 
e.g. UWS0dU23J, WONLMAJ|SL, I am _ busy, I have_no time to play. 


Yecoe ability, considered with reference to the sufficiency of the subject; e.g. 


SOdveIVIOOIJ, UweMNeecvoezal, the work is too much, | cannot do it alone. 


vzo] ability, considered with reference to the sufficiency of the subject; 


e.g. sodvez0JQo1J WuzryY2o JL, the _ work is too great, | cannot do it. 


$ ability, considered with reference to effectiveness of effort; e.g. 


© o x 5 
30013050d0232J, UI32IC0232015301, he has work, | cannot hire him. 


2J ability, considered with reference to accomplishing the end proposed; 


° (=) o (>) z F ar Š 
e.g. ALWMJIAIJ, WVNJIÐL, this book is too difficult, | cannot read it. 


ƏJ ability, considered with reference to skill, also the generic expression of 


age (=) i F 
ability; e.g. W93J22IS1MMIOIS, WYIJIAN, Į saw it only once yet I can do it. 


152. The ideas of suitability, agreeableness etc. are often expressed in a 
similar manner to that of potentiality; 

e.g. Su2s0dUd2D9J6J, dare you do this? 

uoeosusluraat, I do not like to ride a buffalo. 


6 5 
UUD JWB DONNIE], had we not better do this? 


(>) ° A A 
weesoduwe|mMmiseJ, is it proper for me to do this? 


153. The verb 9, expressing desire, takes 4 for its subject and is followed 
by a verb denoting that act the performance of which is desired. This latter 
verb is followed by 9s, self, with the possessive case of a pronoun denoting 
the person who desires to perform the action. Then comes the object of the 
verb of action, generally introduced by cog, 


[0] (=) 5 
e.g. 80d03JU99500d3201001, I want to see him. 


[0] (>) 5 
32013 J8u2vsle03201, he wishes to buy a buffalo. 


154. Possession is expressed by the verb 3J, to be in the following ways: 


(1) The possessor stands as the subject and the thing possessed follows 
the verb, with which it is connected by the preposition 3. 


@ xn (2) z 
e.g. 0930J391001M 902, I have a pencil. 


(2) The thing possessed, modified by a possessive pronoun or noun, may 


stand as the subject of the verb; e.g. u0dL32IM934, I have a book. 


Adverbs. 
155. Karen adverbs are mostly derived from other roots, though a few 


strictly adverbial roots exist. 


Adverbs of Manner. 


156. Adverbs of manner are regularly formed by duplicating adjective roots; 


(>) (>) NON x 
e.g. S0Js0J, strongly, jj» qui kly. 


157. Adverbs so formed very commonly take the affix cot; 


6 © 
e.g. SOJSOJOOL, very strongly. 


158-160. Sometimes an adjectival root is used in an adverbial sense. This is 


commonly the case when it is itself modified by another adverb; 


e.g. 30O1G MG JOL, he_runs very fast. wS JE] IS2L, | do not run swiftly. 


161. Many adverbs of manner are irregular in their formation; 


e.g. Coz2cds002a08, exactly. 


162. Demonstrative adverbs of manner are formed by combining the 
“4: E 5 a (=) ° 5 
preposition 351, like, with the demonstrative ude and J, or with 3; 
\. 8 \. 8 o en) \.9 fo] N N 
e.g. W2, BIWIIS, NII 391915095, thus 319303, how, 


o ° 
2331322931322, somehow. See 202. 


Adverbs of Place. 
163. Adverbs of place may be formed from the demonstrative adjectives we 
and $s in combination with the prepositions os, ood, ©O or $131. They are 
exhibited in the following table, Ou? here, Ose there, 
‘S © 6 Ë“ © O 6 6 © o © O 
œJ or 313100) where. 003UD20085J Or 003322003302 here and there. 


(2) (>) o (°) 
cosude here. aĝ there. œs where. co4322004322, here and there. 


asue, hither. cod, thither. cocd3, whither. uea], hither and thither. 


164. The preposition ood forms adverbs of place in combination with such 
roots as w1 front, 31 back, œs above, ct below, ol beyond and 31 side, 


a (>) 
e.g. cosuo1 forward, 00431 behind, cosol31 beyond. 


Adverbs of Time 
165. Certain adverbs denoting past time are formed by the prefix ood in 
combination with roots denoting time, as follows: -- 
© oO z 5 
codnese2, this_morning 


(e) 5 
Viyşe de, last_night 
dyne, yesterday 


(>) (°) 
0043092M 81322, last week 

(>) o (0) 
coseD292M29IJ302, last month 


du Jne$ save, last_year 
166. Adverbs expressing future time may be formed in two ways: -- 


By the prefix [me T.P] [a> D.P] 
(0) 
2401/2801, today. 


L 
o 


uni / Myn, this_evening. 


SS 
fe) 
N 
fe) 
me 52/muge, tonight. 
fe) 
XN 
la) 
N\ 
fe) 


r~ 
—à 
rc ~œ 


(2) By the prefix 53 followed by Ss. 


$5235, next day 
$38135, next week 


$2535, next_year 


(3) By the use of the preposition cod, cf. 164. 
c0d51/ 00431002, afterwards. 
eosu01/00409181, in the future. 


(>) (>) 
cosudecodu01, henceforth. 


167-168. cod is prefixed to some temporal adverbs when the idea of futurity 


5 z S (>) fe} 
is not implied; e.g. 004050131, by day. ajas, of old. 


169. Many adverbs of time are not formed in accord with any rule; 


e.g. qq)» quickly, œ©Jv:, always. 


170. The roots 3s, still, yet, and œJ, any more, are adverbial by virtue of 
their intrinsic signification. The following examples will illustrate their use; 


6 © o (=) 7 5 s 5 
30018010J00d300135 NNJNN, he thinks he will still come several times. 


o © 
Ud0d23S32L, | have _not yet gone. 30013030532 IODd2301, he_has_no more paddy. 


Numeral Adverbs. 
171. Adverbs denoting how many times are formed from the cardinal 


numeral, in combination with the affix N Nj once. HNJ? twice. 


172. n? is treated like numeral auxuliaries, and may enter into all the 
combinations of which numeral auxiliaries are capable; 

e.g. 009228, simultaneously, at once (mama) 

NNI? sometimes 

Mmsoy23s, every time 

997]2091, as many as four times. 


173. Adverbs denoting which time are formed like ordinal numerals; 


e.g. II JÖSAO Nİ? the first time, 241A NI? the third time. 


174. The particle MJ, 041 and 22 enter into certain irregular formations; 


© O 6 © 6 O 
e.g. O$IMMI, OFINY], CO8HICDIZ2, then, afterward, after that. 


Adverbs of Degree. 
175. Some adverbs of degree are formed like the adverbs of manner 


described in 156 and 157; e.g. 353J00L, greatly. 32)32J0ol, much. 


176. The indefinite numeral adjectives described in 99. (4) (6) (13) are 


often used with an adverbial force; 


° (=) o a 5 š 
e.g. LOŠ J3SV230IVETDOIUD2G DSL, I do not like doing this_work at all. 


177. The following adverbs are intensive, St, 5S, and os. 


They are used with adjectives denoting smallness or fewness. 


178. A moderate degree is expressed by coupling two contradictory roots, 
each of which is modified by a negative; 


° o 
e.g. O3IMDOS, MPINA, moderately. 


179. Other adverbs of degree are irregularly formed. 


o ° (0) o ] N 
e.g. $330S30L, not at all, osms about, œ13, cocod1 or colmJme, too. 


= z 6 O 6 O © o | o © O © O 
180. Equality is expressed by vive or 010) e.g. 3201000L wloos Bwe or 610I 


O o (>) 5 
3¥00s8001, he reads Sgaw Karen equally with Pwo Karen. 


181. Inequality is expressed by combination of two contradictory roots 
expressive of quantity; e.g. 3201 9183313433830 1q2398IC00JZ2L, he_should not _ 


love his children unequally. 


Interrogative Adverbs. 
182. Interrogative adverbs of time and place may be formed from the 
interrogative particle oJ; 


© © © o 5 
e.g. 319105) or 003105) where; 308055 when, whence, whither. 


183. These are reduplicated in indirect discourse; 
..6 98 v O Ë‘ =) v O v 6 
e.g. 39010181310 J$I WIJWIL, OF 3201N10039100J9100JSJ WIJJWIAL, 


I do not know whence he comes. 


184. Interrogative adverbs of quantity are formed by prefixing aos to 


adjectives of quantity; e.g. 90s32J, 3083) how much. 


a . z z o 
185. These are also repeated in indirect discourse. e.g. 30013J33J3801 


o o (>) r 
8083253083205 JS U99JUD132L, I do not know how much he wants it. 


186. The interrogative adverb of reason is 29451, why? 


S 5 hy d t t rice? 
e.g. 2258180032J92Jv205)J, why do not you eat rice! 


Adverbs of Affirmation and Negation. 


187. Assent is expressed by 8 or lJ. 
188. Negative is expressed by affixing 3l; e.g. 30010130, he has not come. 


189. A denial is expressed by a negative sentence, 


e.g. 3201016), 132L, has he come? No. 


190. Adverbs of probability are irregular in formation; 


eg. NIANI, perhaps. og] or gloz certainly. 


Conjunctive Adverbs. 


191. The following are conjunctive adverbs of time 03, when 


e.g. 00893592 Jaul8, uom09290001, when | see your father | will tell him. 


qls before; 
o (0) (>) F n 
e.g. COQSUC23S22JOIS UM32JS013BJaCOLY2001, We will eat rice before we go. 


° k o o (>) 
INNS, IDOYA, while; 301M2 OJIN NSNS 3049503295001, he _ was hungry _ 


while he was going. See 222. 


o . a . a o o o 
192. 3s is used as a correlative conjunctive adverb; e.g. w3s020dJOoL 


U9 3$33J3$0200J001, the_more | study, the more I wish to study. 


Adverbial Couplets. 
193. Adverbial couplets are common; e.g. 0043091004309J005, in_the_beginning. 


003392003302, here and there, JAJ slowl 
8 8 » Nere and tere, 4 4 siowly. 


Comparison of Adverbs. 
194. Adverbs which are derived from adjectival roots are susceptible of 
comparison. An adverb in the comparative or superlative degree is in form 
exactly the same as the corresponding adjective in the same degree; 


e.g. 32010 1G) JS 300, he runs faster than his father. 


Prepositions. 
195. The Karen language has several prepositions, 


N o © ° [<] 
e.g. 3, Od, COd, COZ, YeCo2, OSVZ. 
196. 3 means with, it governs the objective case. 


197. decod means to or towards; it governs the objective case, 


but oz is often omitted. 


198. cod means at or from, according to the context. It seldom governs a 
substantive directly, but usually governs a substantive in the possessive case. 
cod in itself is extremely indefinite, and the secondary nouns are brought in 


to make the meaning more definite. 


199. The more common of the secondary nouns are exemplified below: -- 


© 5 
€0432013030J, from him. 


004809)139N2005, by or near the teacher. 
€04Y3J0S31399J095, at the governor's feet. 
CosWS2005, by my side. 

cod9GL32¥LUD1, in_front_of the chapel. 
€0402013200851, behind the village. 
waswas, on_my back. 

STOTEN EN on the earth. 

43001092, on him. 

coshJude, in the house. 

cosoded, c0402300134, on the table. 
JWI, on_my head. 

CosAJwr100L /CosAIZ2I001, under the house. 
EA SE among the people. 
04020199 9928042, between the nee : 
€04020132S200S0LOL, round about the village. 


fo] L 
004090J9130N8, for my son's sake, for my son. 
(>) (=) 
$IN, an account of that, because of that. 


o (0) ‘N o o N o o ‘“ (=) 
040802323003 / DIÓDA: / OINI], about Rangoon. 


004001083), on the surface of the water. 
200. oœ: means in. It may govern the objective case. 
201. UNL, throughout, otot, round about, govern the objective. 


202. 251 like, as, always govern the secondary noun Ss, the object of 
comparison being placed in the possessive case; 

e.g. 320Jue Hiwda Is, the son acts like the father. 

Sometimes the object of comparison is a noun clause, when 331 corresponds 
= « z fe] \ Oo © (=) 

in meaning to the English as; e.g. 320Jv201 931300l¥2013935$5051, the_son _ 
does as his father does. See 228. 


Conjunctions. 
203. The Karen language has but few conjunctions, their place being supplied 
by phrases which are equivalent to conjunctions. These together with the 


more important conjunctive phrases will be found below. 


Copulative. 
204. 3 and, connects words and phrases. It may stand at the close of the 


preceding clause or at the beginning of the following one. 


3--3 both-and. 
e.g. uzos2co2SuSavz, the Lord God created both sun and moon. 
(=) (>) (>) (>) NS 
ci--c1 and -- also, e.g. $42C1U91, Wd2C1N91, VƏSL, YOU are a man and | 
also am a man, we are not afraid. 
(>) 5 

vesscoud1, again. 

6 (>) 
aJU? (or $4) 3ev2uo1 moreover. 

6 (>) (0) 
adud? (or $4) 32013) moreover. 


N 
Wo) only. 


Adversative. 
205. 39 (at the beginning of a clause) but 
ols, cols ros, clei, but 


32JCOGI2IOS, or else 


XN ‘N = 
gQe--9Qe, either -- or 
NeNe--NeN2 either -- or 


XN N o nN o o o 5 me 
e.g. 5105M? COLYN2 YesudsecDve2v2as, buy me _ either a pencil or a book. 


Illative. 
NNO ONA ._9 6 (>) 
206. YI91GJOIS, 329299015JO2S, Y2329S9915JO2S, IUNIS, MINS, and a few 
other phrases, take the place of the illative conjunction therefore. 


[c] 


6 O 6 98 (>) 
207. The temporal adverbs 003SJC0041, and OOsSJICDIJ2, OINI, then, 


sometimes have the force of illative conjunctions. 


Causal. 
\ \ 6 
208. 32N3991Ud2, because. 


6 s s 6 
IM? because. This stands at the end of its clause; e.g. WDDM? 


WVYZCOLEsal, I cannot buy a book because | am_short of money. 


209. co: when. 


3J if. In this sense 3J stands immediately after the subject. See 223. 


ols. though, stands at the end of its clause; 
e.g. spve3sools1 uomny2081, although the_prize_is_high, | shall buy it. 


galgos, nevertheless. 
° ° ——— 


Telic. 
210-212. cod that. See 220. 2313s in order that. See 225-226. 


Particles. 
213. Most of the particles have been treated under the various parts of 
speech. A few which cannot be so treated to advantage are described here. 
They are used at the end of sentences to indicate the character of the 


sentence. 


Affirmative Particles. 
214-215. œn is used with simple affirmatives. 911 implies that the statement 


is a matter of course. us implies assent or concession. 


Interrogative Particles. 


216. eJ is used when the answer expected is yes or no; 


e.g. $3132016J, do you see him? 


oJ is used when other answers are expected; 


e.g. goeg], what are you doing? 


eJ--e@J, is used in a direct alternative question. 
$3313s05L6), 310016), do you want a book or a_pencil?; 
but eJ--odJ is used if the question is indirect; 

e.g. mo109200402326), c0481009 10584 W99JU913aL, 


| do not know whether he goes to Rangoon or Moulmein. 


Imperative Particles. 
217. 30s, marks a command; cone a prohibition; 


@ = e 
JNJ, a permission or a somewhat urgent request. 


Precative Particles. 
218. 3J at the end of a declarative or imperative sentence, asks for 


consent. Hence it softens a command into a request; 
o (=) 


e.g. UMOBZ0040ITIJ, let_us_ go home, shall_we not? 


Syntax of Subordinate Clauses. 
219. Subordinate clauses are not only introduced by a conjunction or some 
equivalent part of speech, but where they do not stand at the end of the 


sentence they are also terminated by a conjunction or other particle. 


220-221. Noun and adjective clauses are introduced by ood and terminated 
by $43 e.g. 32019JU01 sulm æl, he does not know that his father_ 
will eat it. adteosuovlagsor§i 39. J00d0231001, the_book which my father _ 


wrote is on the table. 


222. Some adverbial clauses are introduced by ood or œ: and terminated by 
a temporal particle, or by $3 


(>) š F 
e.g. COdUDAZID9ISI VDBIUGZS3N2I0L, while I was going | saw_nobody. 
o © (>) o (2) (>) 6 š 5 A 
3001300I32I 00809NI30JO13JSJ001, his_house_is_ where my house is. 


o o 


223. Conditional clauses are introduced by 32J, which stands immediately 


after the subject, and are terminated by os; 


N (>) (>) Ja- a F Š 
e.g. 30d32JN130d209S PMNIOINI, if it rains you will get wet. 


An apparent, but not a real, exception to this rule is found in the case of 


complex sentences, in which a subordinate noun clause will come before 393; 


6 5 
e.g. $00239J9IO2S NVJ, if you_can go, go by all means. 


224. æJ is occasionally used to introduce a concessive conditional clause 
a am (=) 
ending in oolsioe, or ols; e.g. soap IAI] &M22JQ2001, even_ 


though it rains you will have to go. 


225. Clauses of purpose are introduced by 2313s and when not standing at 
the end of the sentence are terminated by os; 


° o (>) oO 5 
Wwe 3319suM32Ju2001, / returned home that I might eat rice. 


o o (=) 


v O (c) (>) ‘N © 5 
39198$305S0JC0JOO209S, $32I3229JNIJQD1, in order that you may recover, you _ 
must take medicine. 


226. Negative clauses of purpose take the form of a prohibitory clause 
preceded by 2313s, and terminated (when necessary) by os; 


vO © (0) o 5 
e.g. 3319S$008S0100N202S, $NIIIISIIDIL, iN order_that you _ may not get_ 
sick, you_must not eat unripe mango. 


227. Negative clauses of purpose are sometimes left without an introductory 


ä a (0) o (>) 
particle, and are terminated by »)Jəs or WIG|Ss NMS INQ, 


$D.00200129438051, do_not go near the well, lest you fall into it. 


= S 5 Oo © 
228. Clauses of comparison are introduced by 951 and terminated by 30988; 
\ | Oo © (0) av aO (0) 6 
e.g. 29132012013298$I, 320IJV2019915I309S90001, as the father does, so does 


the son also. See 202. 


